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Appendix	
Bangladesh	The	Matlab	Health	and	Demographic	Surveillance	System	was	established	in	1966	and	includes	a	220,000	rural	population	in	the	delta	area	50	km	south	of	the	capital,	Dhaka	(3,4).	The	data	used	for	this	paper	covered	the	period	1970-2015.	The	under-five	mortality	rate	is	shown	for	the	entire	population	up	to	1978	and	thereafter	for	the	110,000	population	area,	where	the	International	Centre	for	Diarrhoeal	Disease	Research	provides	selected	health	services,	including	the	prevention	and	treatment	of	infectious	diseases	and	maternal	and	child	health	services.	The	Matlab	sub-district	is	representative	of	the	rice-cultivating	delta	area	of	Bangladesh.	
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Nicaragua	The	Nicaraguan	data	were	derived	from	the	Health	and	Demographic	Surveillance	System	in	the	city	and	surrounding	countryside	of	León,	a	university	town	north	of	the	capital,	Managua	(5-7).	The	study	period	covered	1970-2005.	The	surveillance	sample	included	a	population	of	around	55,000	inhabitants	in	11,000	households.	The	surveillance	system	was	established	in	1993,	followed	by	repeated	updates	that	provided	information	on	births,	deaths,	and	migration	in	the	study	area	(5).	Retrospective	reproductive	life	interviews	with	women	aged	15-49	years	in	1993	formed	the	basis	for	the	analysis	of	earlier	births	and	deaths.	The	area	is	relatively	typical	for	the	more	densely	populated	western	part	of	Nicaragua	towards	the	Pacific	coast.		
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Rwanda	The	Rwanda	data	emanated	from	three	consecutive	Rwandan	Demographic	and	Health	Surveys	conducted	in	2000,	2005	and	2010	(8).	These	data	were	representative	of	the	whole	of	Rwanda.	In	sampled	households,	35,413	women	aged	15	to	49	years	were	interviewed.	The	analysis	covered	the	period	from	January	1990	to	December	2010.	The	weighted	sample	size	was	15,198	births	in	the	2000	survey,	8,753	in	2005	and	10,848	in	2010.		
		
Vietnam	The	Vietnam	data	come	from	the	Health	and	Demographic	Surveillance	System	in	the	Ba	Vi	District,	a	rural	area	situated	70	km	west	of	Hanoi.	The	district	includes	lowland	and	highland	areas	and	some	islands	in	the	Red	River	Delta.	The	area	is	representative	of	the	northern	parts	of	Vietnam	regarding	geography,	demography,	disease	pattern	and	administrative	structure	(9).	It	provided	the	retrospective	reproductive	life	experiences	of	14,329	women	aged	15–	54	years,	including	26	796	live	births,	and	covered	the	period	1970	to	2000.		
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